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From Apothecaries-Hall, Fan. 15, 

O goon regularly in my 

account of what I meet 

with in Converfati- 

on, I ought to mention 

the Adventure I faw laft 

Night at O/d Man's Coffee-boufe,which 
I thought was very odd, but I rather 
chufe to relate what happen’d to me 
this Evening among two Perfons of 
different Profeffions. One pretended 
to ftudy the Law, the other Phytick 
and Surgery. My Counfellor begun 
to argue upon abundance of high 
Topicks in Praife of his own Parts 
and Abilitics. The Phyfician fell 
into deep Debates,and carried a long 
Difcourfe without Contradiétion. 
After a fhort Conference,I found the 
Pra&titioner in the Law had only 
the Name of a Counfellor, and my 
Phyficien to be a meer Emporick. 
The Vanity of the former was nau- 
feous ; that of the other barbarous 
in his Practice. They were equal 


in their Humours, which in fome 
refpeét moderated the wildnefs of 
their Notions. I appeared to be a 
Perfon neither of Skill norLearning, 
and altogether ignorant of what they 
told me ; but fhewed much Willing- 
nefsto be informed by their Advice. 
I feem’d to liften tothem with the 
greateft Attention, to fee how far 
they would proceed in their imperti- 
nent Tattle, and infolently pretend 
to correét Age by their Nonfence. 
The Counfellor I found had been at 
the Univerfity,and underftood fome- 
what of the Proceedings in the Infe- 
rior Courts; andthe Phyfician was 
upon getting in to be a Member of 
the College, which made them both 
(asthey thought) appear to me as 
Men of a profound Judgment. «J 
perceived [ could pafs away the 
Evening wih Pleafure, efpecially in 
converling with the Lawyer: For if 
I did not aflent to what he afhrm’d, 
he feem’d to pity the little Expert- 
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ence I had gain'd inthe World. Sir, 
faid he, ie is a wonderful thit.g that 
you never heard what we talk of ar- 
gued among Men of the beft Educa- 
tion. I fill continued, as before, to 
plead Ignorance, and faid it was the 
fmall Converfation I had among 
Gentlemen of Merit that occalioned 
me to be fo dull ef Apprehenfion 

But the Doétor of Phytlick indeed 
dealt otherwifé with me: I muft 
know all that happened in his Pra- 
tice, and the mighty Cures he had 
performed, He let me into his Se- 
crets, and told me the Rarities that 
hung up in his Repofitory, and how 
many different forts of Animals he 
had diffecéted and preferved in Spirits. 
He infinuated by this way of difcour- 
fing, as if he were the only Perfon 
of Resetians in his Profeffon.T hus 
we fee that many young Sparks of 
Spirit and little Knowledge, who 
are admitted into the Inns of Court, 
and College of Phyficians, ufurp 
upon the Converfation of reafonable 
Men,under Colour of being Scholars 
and Gentlemen ; and becaufe a 
Youth has got a few whimfical No- 
tions in his Brain he mult forfooth 
know more at Twenty than a skilful 
Artift at fifty. There is Captain 
Cure-Clap,who keeps Company with 
a train of Harlots, an Heroe, who 
never doubted in his Life of curing 
the worft of Diftempers, but was 
€ver pofitively fix'd in the wrong ; 
not out of an obftinate Opinion, but 
invincible Stupidity. Ir is very un- 
happy that two fuch noble Bodies of 
Men, as our grave and experienc’d 
Lawyers and Phyficians are, fhould 
be impos’d upon in receiving Perfons 


into their Societies, or fuffering them 
to practife, who are a Scandal to 
thofe honourable Profeffions,and kill 
and ruin,by their want of Diferetion, 
ten times more than they preferve. 
They carry their Practice on fo far, 
as citherto be utterly negligent or 
too bold. Their Judgment differs 
as much from true Knowledge, as 
Gold does from Drofs. A Man who 
profefles the Law or Phyfick, and 
does not underftand it, is an Enem 

and Deftroyer of Mankind. Thisis 
not like the Principle that animates 
the Learned Counfellors and able 
Phyficians ; they go on in their 
Courfe as the Sun moves in its Orb, 
without Noife or Stir. Ifthey have 
a Name itis their Actions that give 
it them, and not their Tongues. 
Such Men who are exemplary for 
Truth and Juftice, are as neceflary 
in their Stations as our Divines and 
Statefmen are. It is the diftinguith- 
ing Character of a Man of Merit to 
be ferviceable in his Generation, 
while the common Behaviour of e- 
very Upftart is to be confident in 
the wrong, and dare to perfift in ir. 





From St. Paul’s School, Fanuary 16, 


T HIS Place being frequented by 
Youths of diff. nt Tempers, I 
went oat of Curiof:y juft upon the 
break og up of the hool to make 
Obfervations, and .nquire who was 
the moft expert Scholar in the firft 
Clafs. The Mafters told me they 
had feveral who took their Learning 
fo readily, that they could not well 
tell which had the fineft Genius. 
Taking 
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Taking a View my felf of the whole 
Body, IU fingl'd our a Youth who I 
thought had fomething in his Looks 
fo uncommon as befpoke him to be 
of an extraordinary Wit. I call’d 
him from his Form, and ask’d him 
Queftions that I knew would foon 
intorm me whether the Perfeétions 
of his Mind were anfwerable to the 
Beauty I beheld in his Countenance. 
I found him to be of fuch excellent 
Parts, that I was aftonifh’d at his 
Anfwers. Being much taken with 
the Lad’s Company, I went home 
with him, and told his Father in his 
Abfence. how happy he was in a 
Son. The Gentleman being fenfible 
of the Truth of that Character, and 
well pleafed at the Notice I took of 
his Child, defired my Advice to- 
wards the placing him out: For he 


faid he had Thoughts of making him 


a Divine. I perfwaded him by all 
means to bring him up tothe Law; 
tho’ many good Objections might 
be brought againft that Practice, 
But (faid 1) Sir, your Son feems to 
be of that folid and fine Judgement, 
as if nothing were capable of corrup- 
ting his Morals, and I believe he'll 
make an extraordinary Orator, in 
which Station he may be very fer- 
viceable to the Publick ; fince able 
Counfellors are fo very much wan- 
ting inthis Age. After this Confe- 
rence, the young Man was call’d in. 
His Father bid him fhow me fome 
of the Greek and Hebrew Verfes of his 
own compofing. I look’d upon che 
Copies and found them to be fuch 
curious Poems, that I accounted 
‘em little inferiour to thofe of Homer, 
Horace and Virgil, The Youth un- 


derftanding what we’ had _ been dif- 
courfing of, put a hard Queftion co 
me. Sir (faid he) how many Years 
—_ to be fpent at the Univerfity, 
and the Inns of Court, before a 
Man may be faid to be qualified for 
the Bar, and to give his Opinion in 
the moft difficult Cafes. I told him 
that thofe things did not altogether 
depend upontime, but om Judgment; 
for fome Perfons (faid I) are capable 
of improving more in ten Years than 
others can do in forty; and I believe 
you are one of thofe, whofe admira- 
ble Endowments are fo perfect, that 
if you proceed in Learning as you 
have hitherto done, you may appear 
at thirty Years of Age to be an Ornas 
ment both to your Country and Fa- 
mily : For there are Inftances to be 
given, that fome have pleaded at the 
Bar at Twenty to that Perfection, 
that the Judges upon the Bench 
would not give their Opinion ina 
Matter of any confiderable Moment, 
without firft confulting them. L 
found what I faid upon thefe Heads 
mightily encourag’d the Youth to go 
on in improving the Talents Nature 
had given him. He promis’d to bend 
his Mind upon Study, whatever Sta- 
tion his Parents were pleas’dto place 
himin. The entire Satisfaction I re- 
ceived from this Lad call’d to my 
Remembrance that a good Example 
and Education goes a great way to- 
wards refining the natural and ac- 
quired Parts of young People. The 
want of this has. been the greateft 
Evil we meet with in the World = 
For if we enquire into moftFamilies, 
there’s no conftant Rules fer for the 
breeding up of Children with any, 
manner; 
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manner of Decency or Order. I was 
the other Day at a wealthy Mer- 
chant’s Houfe, and ask’d his Son 
what Progrefs he had made in his 
Books. He anfwered, he gave him- 
felf very little time for Reading ; he 
{pent moft of his Evenings either in 
the Company of his Sifters, or at the 
Playhoufe. The next Morning I 
vilited a Mercer, and ask'’d his Son 
the fame Queftion. His Reply was, 
he took Pleafure neither in Divinity, 
Hiltory, nor Philofophy, and that 
the moft Part of his Library was 
made up of Poems, Romances and 
Novels. I believe no Man in Town, 
unlefs he knows the Family before 
he cnters, can be able to judge whe- 
ther his Advice to young People will 
be agreeable or not: For you gene- 
rally find either fome indulgent Fa- 
ther, who gives the Reins into the 
Power of his Children, or fome im- 
pertinent Old Woman, who is for 
managing Houfhold-Affairs in her 
own way, upon the mecr ftrength 
of being counted wife. I will not 
fay but that there may be fome De- 
fect in my being too Satyrical in my 
Cenfures. amd having a Fondnets 
for the Fafhions and Manners which 
prevail'd when I was born. But cer- 
tain it is, there is not thar to be 
feen in the Behaviour of Youth 
at the end of this Century, as there 
was in the beginning of it: For 
when I went to School about Seven- 
ty Years ago, young Men and Wo- 
men of Eighteen and Twenty Years 
of Age would fit at Table an Hour 
or two without {peaking a Word, 
except they were firft ask’d a Quetti- 
on; whereas now they are rather 


more talkative in Company than the 
Mafters of the Fealt. Many of the 
Young Wits we fee now a-days are 
at belt made up of Conceit and No- 
tion. ‘They are indeed precife, and 
fo is Pride and Vanity; they are 
pretty, and fo is Cupid, when paia- 
ted out in fine Colours. But that 
Vertue and that Grace, that fweet 
Modefty and winning Behaviour 
which us'd to dwell upon the Minds 
from a fober and liberal Education, 
and the Examples they took from 
the Converfation of the grave Ma- 
tronsin my time, are now no more 
to be obferved among the fprightly 
and gay. Some People laugh at me, 
and fayI begin to doat. What mult 
not Perfons in the Bloom of their 
Years,they who can only take a true 
Relifh of the World,erjoy the Pica- 
fures of it without being contradicted 
by the Aged, who are moving off 
the Stage, andto whom every thing 
feems bitter? Three young Sparks, 
who are of no fmall Note for their 
Drefs and Carriage, would lately go 
no where for the Improvement of 
their Manners, bur to the Balls, Maf- 
querades and Dancing-Rooms atTun- 
bridge and Epfom, where they wan- 
ted Ladies to make Songs upon for 
their Diverlion. Itis fuch filly Starts 
ot Fancy and incoherent Flights of 
Wit, which difparage the beautiful 
Youths of thefe Times, and puzzle 
us in our Choice of knowing who 
deferves our Praife, and to whem 
we are to fhew our Refintments. | 
had not dwelt fo long upon this Sub- 
ject, but the Obfervation I have 
made of things of this kind, obliged 


mc to it, 
THE 





